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SUBJECT: OPPOSITION MOVEMENT IN INDIA 
REF: STATE 302523 (NOTAL 

1 . WE FOUND ECNOMIST ARTICLE ONOPPOSITION STRENGTH IN INDIA 
GROSSLY EXAGGERATED AND PROBABLY SELF-SERVING IN TERMS OF ITS 
MORE LIKELY SOURCES. (OPPOSITION CONTACT HERE AGREES WITH REFTEL 
THAT IT LOOKS LIKE SUBRAMANIAM SWAMY'S WORK.) OUR PREVIOUS ASSESS- 
MENTS OF OPPOSITION REMAIN ESSENTIALLY UNCHANGED. OPPOSITION 

MPS CURRENTLY ESTIMATE EMERGENCY DETAINEES AT 60-75,000. 

WHILE AGREEING THAT ARRESTS CONTINUE WHILE OTHERS ARE BEING RE- 
LEASED, THEY DO NOT SEE LARGE NUMBERS OF NEW ARRESTS DES- 
CRIBED IN ECONOMIST. WITHOUT GOING THROUGH LONG LIST OF 
ALLEGED FACTS, WE AGREE WITH OUR OPPOSITION CONTACT WHO SAYS 
IT IS FILLED WITH ASSUMPTIONS, GUESSES, BOASTS (LARGELY 
OF JANA SANGH AND RSS EFFECTIVENESS), AND PARTIAL TRUTHS. 

2. IT IS TRUE THAT THERE IS INCREASED DISAFFECTION WITHIN 
CONGRESS AS WE HAVE BEEN REPORTING ON WEST BENGAL. WE 
WILL BE REPORTING FRTHER ON IMPLICATIONS FOR CONGRESS 
PARTY AND POLITICAL IMPACT ON MRS. GANDHI AND SANJAY BUT 
WE DO NOT PLACE MUCH WEIGHT ON ECONOMIST'S CLAIMS OF 
PROSPECTS FOR OR INFLUENCE OF OPPOSITION. THERE WILL BE 
TWO SEPARATE OPPOSITION MEETINGS IN DELHI THIS WEEK, ONE 
CALLED BY DMK'S KARUNANIDHI AND THE OTHER BY H.M. PATEL 
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ARE DESIGNED TO REVIEW CURRENT SITUATION. WE EXPECT LITTLE 
FROM EITHER. IT IS PROBABLY TRUE THAT CONGRESS' POLITICAL 
STRENGTH HAS WEAKENED IN TERMS OF SOME HYPOTETICAL ELEC- 
TION (INTELLIGENCE ESTIMATE IN ECONOMIST THAT CONGRESS 
WOULD HAVE BARELY WON MAJORITY IN AN ELECTION IS WIDELY 
CREDITED), BUT THIS NOT INDICATE POSITIVE INCREASE 
IN SUPPORT FOR OPPOSITION BUT DISSATISFACTION WITH CONGRESS 
POLICIES (NEW DELHI A-311). THE ONLY REAL HOPE OF THE 
OPPOSITION IS THAT CONGRESS WILL RUIN ITSELF. THERE WAS 
A POINT WHEN OPPOSITION PLACED GREAT HOPES ON VINOBA 
BHAVE AS LEADING A SPIRITUAL CRUSADE AGAINST THE EMERGENCY. 
THAT HAS NOW FADED AND THE PROJECTED ACHARYA SAMMALAN TO 
BE HELD DECEMBER 25 AND HEADED BY BHAVE WILL ALMOST CER- 
TAINLY LEAD NOWHERE (SEE SEPTEL). 

3. ON THE SPECIFIC QUESTION OF RSS EFFECTIVENESS, WE 
ARE AGAIN INCLINED TO DISCOUNT CLAIMS MADE IN ECONOMIST 
ARTICLE. WE HAR FROM NUMBER OF SOURCES THAT MANY RSS 
CADRES ARE NOW ENROLLED IN THE YOUTH CONGRESS. WHETHER 
THEY ARE THERE AS TROJAN HORSES OR BECAUSE THAT IS WHERE 
THE "ACTION" IS REMAINS UNCLEAR. WE HAVE ALSO HEARD 
REPORT FROM BRITISH, WHICH THEY ARE CONVINCED IS TRUE, 

THAT SANJAY RECENTLY OFFERED TRUCE TO RSS BUT THAT THIS 
WAS TURNED DOWN. WE ASSUME RSS DOES HAVE CONTINUING 
ORGANIZATION IN VILLAGES AND TOWNS IN NUMBER OF AREAS, 

SINCE IT WAS BY FAR MOST EFFECTIVELY ORGANIZED POLITICAL 
CADRE FORCE IN OPPOSITION BEFORE THE EMERGENCY. WE HAVE, 
HOWEVER, LITTLE EVIDENCE OF WHAT THEY ARE DOING OTHER 
THAN POSSIBLY SPREADING RUMORS, TURNING OUT VERNACULAR 
NEWSLETTERS FROM TIME TO TIME, AND POSSIBLY BEING IN- 
VOLVED IN SOME OF THE LARGER AGITATIONS AGAINST FAMILY 
PLANNING. 
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